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Red Friday in the History of MarineParents.com 
Written by Tracy Della Vecchia, Founder 

There are many variances of how "Red Friday" got started in the United States. While I can't state 
whether or not those accounts are accurate, I can share how we adopted the phrase as an organization 
to promote wearing red on Fridays. 

We use "Red Friday" as a way for military families as well as civilians to show solidarity and support for all 
military personnel regardless of rank or location, regardless of whether military personnel are stateside, 
stationed abroad, or on a float. 

Back in 2004, I got an email from a Dad in Colorado. Both of our sons were combat deployed to Iraq with 
Colonel Bryan P. McCoy, the CO for 3/4, 3rd Btn, 4th Marines. His email said: "Hey, on Friday, people in 
Canada wear red to honor their military. Can you ask our Marine families to do that?" And I did. And we 
have done it ever since. Back then, we were the largest military community bringing people together in 
one location for information, support, and services and a Place to Connect & Share®. We had a huge 
voice and family members who associated with MarineParents.com started wearing red on Fridays. 

In 2006 right after I moved the organization out of my home into our first warehouse/office, we created the 
first Red Friday shirt: "Red Friday...it's a military thing". At the same time, I was blasted with emails telling 
me that "Red Friday" was for Canadians and we live in America and I'd better stop the campaign. I 
ignored them and we kept right on going. I have understood all along that "Red Friday" originally came 
from Canada, but it made no difference to me. It was a great way to show solidarity for our military 
whether an individual had someone serving or not. 

The RED standing for "Remember Everyone Deployed" is not something I understood and I'm not sure 
when it came about. I didn't care for Red Friday being specifically about deployment. I had always 
understood that deployment was supposed to be the meaning of the Yellow Ribbon. From what I recall, 
the R.E.D. part came about when troops were no longer combat deployed. Personally, I have a hard time 
"praying" about deployments when people are off on a ship or on temporary duty in another country 
where we have military installations and all the comforts of home; while it's still unnerving for many family 
members and my good wishes are with them, I'm not praying for their safety the way I prayed for the 
safety of our Marines and military personnel on combat deployments getting shot at, killed, and injured. 

People seem more enamored with R.E.D. than with the "Red Friday...it's a Military Thing". Again, 
personally, I feel it's important to have Red Friday be in support of all military, not just those deployed. 
That continues to be the position we hold here at MarineParents.com. 

Red Friday is not as old as the "Son in Service" flag now known as the Blue Star Banner, which most 
folks no longer understand, nor is it as old as the yellow ribbon, but it's certainly been around 15+ years 
now and has taken a firm hold with military families as well as with civilian offices who have a military-
based person behind them encouraging the offices to wear red on Friday in support of our military 
personnel. 

We continue to encourage you, the Marine Parents family, to join this cause and wear red on Fridays for 

all of our military. 

 

 

Community Pay it Forward Fundraising uses our shirts for a variety of fundraising events while 

always showing support to our women and men who in uniform and protecting our way of life. We hope 

that you join us and by making the purchase of a $13 shirt you will help us as we are helping a young 

mailto:zak@communitypayitforward.us


 
 

Zak Clayton zak@communitypayitforward.us (970) 909-0751 
President/ CEO Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. 1427 7th St. Greeley CO 

lady who was rescued from a bad situation and put in a home that will love and care for her. We need a 

new twin mattress and would like to also get her a new set of sheets, pillow, and comforter. We feel this 

can all be done with $175. That would be the sale of 22 shirts!! We will also be helping the young lady 

out with clothing, books, school supplies and toys to help her with this transition. 

Once this is accomplished, and we have the young lady set up in her new home, we will be using 

the money from the rest of the shirts for the A Happy Holiday for All. 

A Happy Holiday for All, 

 2020 is creating a few challenges when it comes to helping people for the holiday 

seasons. We will have to be highly creative when it comes to help our community neighbors. 

For this to happen, we will be asking for your assistance with donations, participation, space, 

and idea’s. We will be pulling out every stop we can think of to reach the largest number of 

people we can. Everything from online auctions, drawings, Cub Club Projects, family holiday 

adoptions, and of course, the Community Pay it Forward Fundraising Program.  

 We will be adding A Happy Holiday for All to the Community Fundraising Program. This 

means that with proof of purchase, from any of our great Community Pay it Forward Fundraising 

Partners, can be used as a donation to help us purchase dinners for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas with additional food items for any visiting family or most importantly, the families 

themselves. You can find our ever growing partner list at www.CommunityPayitForward.us/our-

fundraising-partners This is a simple referral program where our partners turn driven sales into 

donations to the community. If you have any questions about how to join our Partnership 

Family, please, feel free to reach out to us at networking@communitypayitforward.us.  

 We will also be instituting a “Adopt a Family” program for the first time. We will be asking 

for people, families, and businesses to adopt families in need for both Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. We are going to request that our providers make the commitment to offer comfort, 

support, and joy to the same family for both holidays. This will give us the security to know that 

these families are taken care of. We are going to plea that people give food and toys or store 

gift cards for these donations. Cash and refillable cards are too easy to be purposed for other 

needs. This is also a way to build a relationship in the community and build love between 

neighbors. We will be asking our donors to fill out information to help us match them with a 

family in their area. That way they can easily dictate what they think they can handle without 

creating any complications to their own family. We will never ask someone to give when they 

cannot. 

 Cub Club Creativity and Support. We are going to bring back the program where our 

Cub Club Members create a poster board representation of their togetherness, the holidays, or 

giving to our community. We will take 4 of these pages and connect them to a box in their 

community where they can share their great work with the community. We will then offer the 

kids a reward from somewhere in the community, (Pizza, sandwiches, ice cream, shirts, what 

ever we can get donated.) Feel free to contact us if you have a donation for our Creative Cubs. 

(970) 909-0751 or networking@communitypayitforward.us 

 Our support will come in the way of donating to our Cubs that have to go to the hospital. 

We will be working to collect books, comics, journals and diaries, various religious written word, 

activity pages, art pads writing and drawing materials and more for as many Colorado Pediatric 
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Wings, (non-children’s hospitals) We will also use a portion of donated money to purchase toys 

for kids who are in the hospital during the season, including Children’s Hospital.  

 Covid19 has done a number on us all! We need to be there for all of those who were hit 

the most. Join us to make sure that for those who are feeling the biggest pinch. We need your 

support. This is the same way it is for the Community Pay it Forward. We ask you to please be 

careful. Please, only donate what you can. Please go to 

https://form.jotform.com/201488012522143 and help us in any way you can. You will be given 

the following options; 

 Adopt a family of 3-4 

 Adopt a family of 5 -6 

 Adopt a family of 7 or more 

Food Donation Only 

Book Donations for our Hospitals 

Monetary Donations 

Toy Donation for Families 

Other 

Further explanation on some of these options: 

Adopt a family- We ask you to provide a Meal for Thanksgiving and a meal for Christmas. We 

would like to ask if you could also supply them with any additional food items. In the past, we 

have tried to supply them with 3 or four additional dinners, breakfast cereal or oatmeal just in 

case they are hosting families who are staying with them. This is in no way a mandatory. You 

are doing a great service to these families with what you are doing. We then would ask for you 

to provide a toy or gift for the children of the home. If you would like to provide a gift for the 

adults, that is up to you.  

Food Donations- Simply that. We are going to put together food boxes with this food and would 

also like to donate turkeys to homeless shelters if we have the supply. We will be asking local 

companies for drop boxes, but we ask for a direct drop off to us one week before each holiday. 

Book Donations are listed on the prior page. 

Monetary Donations will be used for this purpose. Food first, toy donations, hospital requests 

then families, books for the hospitals in this order. 

Toy donations- We ask for donations of toys between $10 -$25 that can be used for both family 

and hospital requests. You will be able to see hospital requests, and all other needs, on-line on 

our website at https://www.communitypif.com/a-happy-holiday-season-for-all  

We know we ask a lot of you. But we also love how you all love to come to the aide of 

the community. We invite any and all questions or donations by emailing us at 

networking@communitypayitforward.us. You can also feel free to call us at (970) 909-0751. 

 

mailto:zak@communitypayitforward.us
https://form.jotform.com/201488012522143
https://www.communitypif.com/a-happy-holiday-season-for-all
mailto:networking@communitypayitforward.us


 
 

Zak Clayton zak@communitypayitforward.us (970) 909-0751 
President/ CEO Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. 1427 7th St. Greeley CO 

Thank you for your support 

Zak Clayton 

Zak Clayton 
Founder/ CEO  
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